
We live in Lake County surrounded by beautiful water resources, inland
lakes, rivers, and Lake Michigan. People are naturally attracted to water. To
be safe, it is important to practice a few basic safety tips when visiting the
beach, pool or water park.
• Never leave a young child unattended near water
• Teach your child basic water safety
• Designate a watcher to keep their eyes on a young child playing near or 

in the water at all times
• Learn to swim and have your child learn to swim
• Buddy up, don’t play or swim in water alone
• Know your limits
• Swim in safe areas only, those designated areas supervised by lifeguards
• Obey the lifeguard’s instructions
• Pay attention to No Diving or No Swimming Signs
• Watch the sun, wear sunscreen, sunglasses and hats
• Drink plenty of fluids
• Never mix alcohol and water 
• Wear a Coast Guard approved life vest
• If you get caught in a current, swim parallel to shore until you are out of 

the current, then head back to shore
• Know what to do in an emergency–Learn CPR & First Aid
For more details and information, visit the websites listed below:
http://kidshealth.org/en/teens/water-safety.html#
http://www.redcross.org/get-help/prepare-for-emergencies/types-of-
emergencies/water-safety

Learn to Swim Classes at the Waukegan Park District
Thanks to a generous grant from North Shore Gas, Learn to SwimSmart, a free
introductory starter class for ages 6-7, is offered throughout the summer.
Children become accustomed to being in the water and learn safety, swim-
ming fundamentals, pool rules and etiquette over the six 30 minute classes.
(For more information, see page 29)

SwimSmart classes are held throughout the year at the Field House Sports,
Fitness and Aquatics Center. Classes are organized by age and skill level. (For
more information, see page 28) Private and semi-private lessons are also
available. (For more information, see page 30)

Water Safety

The Lake County Health Department is lead-
ing a county wide health improvement plan
to reduce cardiovascular disease and hyper-
tension, obesity, depression and suicide, and
diabetes. Live Well Lake County created sev-
eral action teams to work together to posi-
tively impact  the health of our residents. 

Jay Lerner, Superintendent of Recreation for
the Waukegan Park District co-chairs a team
that is focused on getting people more
active which is important since 57% of Lake
County adults are overweight or obese.
“The simple act of walking has the power to
transform your health  and begins with a
single step.” (Vivek H. Murthy U.S. Surgeon
General)  It is recommended that all aim for
30 minutes of walking per day. Go Waukegan
is an event that promotes health and walk-

ing. Come join us on May 13th at 9am at the
Field House Sports, Fitness & Aquatics Center
to kick off Go Waukegan and walk your way
to better health. 

Waukegan Park District Promotes
Walking Year Round
The Field House Sports, Fitness and Aquatics
Center provides  free indoor track walking
times for residents:

Monday–Friday 9-11am, 2-4pm and 
7:30-10pm

Saturday and Sunday  7-10am

The Waukegan Park District maintains 14
walking paths and trails for residents to
enjoy. They are spread thoughout the com-
munity and vary from asphalt to natural
walking paths. More information about
these trails is available at:
http://www.waukeganparks.org/trails/
For more information about other Live Well
Lake County events and initiatives, visit:
http://www.livewelllakecounty.org/

There will be monthly walks at the
Field House at 9am on the following
dates: June 5, July 30 and August 7.
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Claudia Freeman, Superintendent of
Cultural Arts
Claudia’s responsibilities are the overall
management of Cultural Arts-staff,
programs, buildings and services. She writes
and submits city, state and federal grants,
manages contracts for performers and direc-
tors, coordinates services and activities with
other organizations such as the School
District, the Arts Council, the City of
Waukegan and Waukegan Public Library.
Claudia is an active community member
serving on the boards of the Waukegan
Public Library, the Arts Council and more.
She has also been honored with several
awards at the local, regional, state and
national levels for her outstanding contribu-
tions to parks and recreation, the arts and
her hometown community, Waukegan.

Claudia received her Bachelor of Science in
Recreation Services from George Williams
College and her Master of Science in Admin-
istration of Leisure Services from Aurora
University. Prior to joining the Waukegan
Park District in 1999, she worked for the
Gurnee Park District. Her childhood and
experiences as a youth in Waukegan parks
and programs fueled her lifelong passion for
parks and her profession.

Ty Rohrer, Museum Supervisor for the
Waukegan History Museum
Ty manages the museum’s collections, re-
cruits and trains volunteers, plans and con-
ducts walking tours, creates presentations
about Waukegan history, speaks to schools
and community organizations reaching more
than 2500 people annually, and develops
and installs Waukegan History Museum ex-
hibits. He also coordinates cultural events
such as Oakwood Cemetery Walk and the
Tour of Homes. Ty is responsible for planning
and implementing the Dandelion Wine Fest.

Ty received two
Bachelor of Arts
degrees from the
University of
Illinois, one in
History and the
other in Anthropol-
ogy. His Master of
Arts is in History
from the University
of Illinois–
Springfield. Ty
serves on the
Illinois State
Historical Society Advisory Board and chairs
the Waukegan Historic Preservation 
Commission. Ty has been with the District
since 2006.

Debra Carl, Cultural Arts Specialist
Debra coordinates Music, Dance, Art, Theatre
and Traditional Crafts classes, private lessons,
students and teachers and arranges recitals
and performances. She is an important part
of the planning and implementation of the
Dandelion Wine Fine Arts Festival, and
responsible for Summer Arts in the Park
including Arts Park, Movies in the Park,
Music at Washington Park, Parks ‘n Play
and Tanabata. 

Debra started with the Waukegan Park Dis-
trict in November of 2011. She received her
Bachelor of Science in Recreation and Park
Administration from Illinois State University.
Prior to coming to the District, she worked at
Independence Grove Forest Preserve. She is a
lifelong resident of Waukegan.

Bryan Escobar, Cultural Arts-Arts and
History Specialist
Bryan researches and develops programs for
both art classes and historical outreach. He is
excited about Waukegan history and makes 

it come alive for elementary school students.
He assists with the creation of Waukegan
History Museum exhibits. Bryan’s enthusi-
asm for his hometown, Waukegan, is very
apparent in his work.

Bryan started with Waukegan Park District in
the parks department in 2008, and worked
with the horticulture staff for three sum-
mers. He also served as a registration clerk at
Jack Benny Center for the Arts for a semester
while he attended the College of Lake
County. Bryan joined the Cultural Arts team
full-time in April of 2016. Bryan received a
Bachelor of Arts in History and completed his
Master of Arts in Public History.  Bryan is
responsible for registering Waukegan’s
Carnegie Library on the National Registry
of Historic Places.

Elizabeth Fallon, Department Support
Aide
Elizabeth provides administrative support
to both the Cultural Arts and Recreation
 Divisions. Elizabeth has been employed at
the Waukegan Park District since 2010.
Elizabeth earned a Bachelor of Science in
Leisure Studies and Services with a Thera-
peutic Recreation concentration from Central
Michigan University, Mt. Pleasant, Michigan.

Introducing Team Cultural Arts

Cultural Arts Staff (l to r) Ty Ro   hrer, Bryan Escobar,  
Debra Carl, Elizabeth Fallon and Claudia Freeman



Waukegan, IL (March 2, 2017) – The Waukegan Park District honored its
outstanding Volunteers and Patrons at the annual Volunteer and Patron
Recognition Reception on February 23rd. This reception celebrates the previ-
ous year and highlights the exceptional role volunteers play in the success of
the park district.

Among those receiving special honors was Ken Almond, 2016 Volunteer of
the Year. As a Waukegan Park District Summer Track and Field Coach, he has
coached and mentored more than 600 youth since 1999. Many of his partici-
pants have become outstanding track and field athletes winning high
school, national and youth Olympics awards.

(L to R)Waukegan Park District Commissioner Patricia Foley, President George Bridges, Ken
Almond, Volunteer of the Year and Commissioner Janet Kilkelly

The Waukegan Park District Patron of the Year was Judge Charles (Chuck)
Smith. Judge Smith has been a dedicated supporter of the District for
decades and an original donor to the annual Joseph A. Favero Do It Yourself
Messiah. Judge Smith and his family also support the annual American In-
dependence Parade and Festival; in 2016, he served as parade Grand Mar-
shal honoring his years of service to the District. Judge Smith has also been a
longtime supporter of the Partners in Parks Golf Outing which raises funds
for scholarships.

Waukegan Park District President George Bridges, Patron of the Year Judge Charles Smith &
Commissioners Patricia Foley and Janet Kilkelly

The 2017 Jack Benny Arts and Humanities award was presented to
Waukegan High School Physics Teacher Patrick Cosgrove. He was recognized
for his positive influence and support of students: offering Saturday and
Sunday study sessions, mentoring students as they select topics for the
Chicago Metro History Fair and providing encouragement to students
throughout the school year. He attends student sponsored events, perform-
ances, competitions, and athletics events and is viewed as an enthusiastic
supporter. Mr. Cosgrove challenges his students to explore, experience, and
learn about their community and participate in the variety of Waukegan ac-
tivities and events held throughout the year.
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Waukegan Park District Volunteers and Patrons Honored

(L to R)Patricia Foley, Waukegan Park District Commissioner, Patrick Cosgrove, Jack Benny
Arts and Humanities Award Winner and  Claudia Freeman, Superintendent of Cultural Arts
The 2016 Coach of the Year was awarded to Brian Cowart who has been a
longtime coach of the Waukegan Park District youth athletic programs as
well as his role in building the Jr. Bulldogs Basketball League over the past
six years. His inspirational leadership helps develop and empower youth
to learn not only basketball, but life skills. More than 120 volunteers and
patrons joined in the celebration. Others recognized with community
service awards included:

Doug Stiles                        Marriott Residence Inn
Betsy Stiles                     NorStates Bank
Joe Russell III                           Tom Brost
Diane Verratti                              Chris Trapnell
Gail Dever                       Donna Wagner
Meg Goljenboom               Warren Bryce
Vicki Mattson                              Sheri Martinez
J’s Bally Muck                         Cody Miller
Green Town Tavern               Linda Belles
Jewell Electric                     Mark Kolar
Office Plus of Lake County     Merleanne Rampale
Margaret May               American Outfitters 
Drs. V and JM Srinivasa

The Waukegan Park District wishes to thank these and all the other 
volunteers, patrons and partners for their support.

 



Celebrate 100 years with us on this 
special day of fun, commemoration 
and history
The American Independence Parade and
Centennial Festival will kick off at 11:30am
on Sunday, July 2nd with food vendors and
picnicking at Bowen Park. The Parade begins
at 1pm with step off at Franklin Avenue
proceeding north on Sheridan Road to
Bowen Park. The Festival immediately fol-
lows the parade and finishes with an old
fashioned baseball game which begins at
5:00pm. People attending the parade and
festival are encouraged to come in costume
representing their favorite decade between
1916 and ending in the near future, 2026.

Parade
The parade theme for this year showcases
the Waukegan Park District’s Centennial,
“Happy Birthday USA & Waukegan Park
District”. Parade entrants are encouraged to
choose a decade to represent between 1916
and 2026 using floats, vehicles, costumes,
hairstyles, music and signage. Entrants will
be grouped by decade with the oldest
decade appearing first in the parade and
the upcoming decade being the last.

Centennial Festival
The Waukegan Park District’s Centennial
Festival will be held in Bowen Park beginning
immediately after the American Independ-
ence Parade. Highlights of this community
festival include:

2:30-5pm Children’s Activities
• Tricycle races, tractor pull, soccer goal kick
• Children’s games including marbles, 

yo-yo, leap frog, jump rope, hopscotch, 
inflatables and more

• Petting Zoo
• Pony rides
• Old time photos
• Face painting
• Art projects
• Surprise futuristic games

2:30-3:30pm Concert of music 
through the decades 
by the Waukegan 
Band Foundation

2:30-4pm Contests

2:30-5pm Roaming 
entertainment 
including a juggler 
and stilt- walker

4-4:30pm Program and burial of
the time capsule

3:30-4:30pm Skate Expo and con
test with live music 
and prizes

3:30-4:30pm Demonstrations:  K-9, 
Jesse White Tumblers, 
and painting

4:30pm Ice cream social

5-6pm Old time baseball 
game and contests 
between innings

Sponsors: Vista Health Systems
Advanced Disposal
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As we celebrate our Centennial as a Park District, we want to 
continue our stewardship of the Waukegan River which is the 
backbone of several of our parks. Join the national  e�ort to clean 
up river banks and surrounding land by yourself or with a team 
from your organization, church, school or business. Meet at 
Roosevelt Park, 520 S. McAlister Avenue in Waukegan. We will 
provide refreshments, tools, bags and gloves. Bring a strong back 
and a smile. Please register at https://www.americanrivers.org/ 
river-cleanup/waukegan-river-cleanup-centennial-program/

Hope to see you there!

W a u k e g a n  P a r k  D i s t r i c t    I    w w w . w a u k e g a n p a r k s . o r g
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e m a i l  t g i r m s c h e i d @ w a u k e g a n p a r k s . o r g

Waukegan Park District 
Centennial Community Project

National River Cleanup Day
at the Waukegan River

Saturday, May 13
12:30-3:30pm
Meet at Roosevelt Park

Waukegan Park District Centennial Festival–Mark Your Calendars for July 2, 2017

Saturday, May 13
12:30-3:30pm
Meet at Roosevelt Park
As we celebrate our Centennial as a Park District, we want to 
continue our stewardship of the Waukegan River which is the 
backbone of several of our parks. Join the national  e�ort to 
clean up river banks and surrounding land by yourself or with a 
team from your organization, church, school or business. Meet at 
Roosevelt Park, 520 S. McAlister Avenue in Waukegan. We will 
provide refreshments, tools, bags and gloves. Bring a strong back 
and a smile. Registration is preferred at 
https://www.americanrivers.org/river-cleanup/waukegan-river-
cleanup-centennial-program/

Hope to see you there!

W a u k e g a n  P a r k  D i s t r i c t
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8 4 7 - 3 6 0 - 4 7 2 5

Waukegan Park District 
Centennial Community Project

National River Cleanup Day
at the Waukegan River
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The Centennial Summer Passport Series is a series of one day Family and Youth programs in
the areas of Athletics, Aquatics and Fitness. The Passport Series will take place over the sum-
mer months. If you participate in three of the programs you get your fourth program FREE!

Father & Son Sports of All Sorts #30101406 Age 4-9 
Come out and join us for a multi-sport night of fun! This is a program for boys, each child
must have an adult with them. Throughout the evening there will be various games for
fathers and their sons are participate such as basketball, wiffleball, bags and golf. The cost of
the program is $10 for a resident family or $12 for a nonresident family.
FH FR 6/16 6-8pm Reg by 6/8 $10/$12 -1A

Sports Speed & Agility Training #30101406 Age 8-12
This is a program designed for young athletes that want to improve their athleticism. Ath-
letes will work on building speed, strength, agility and flexibility. 
FH SA 6/17 10:30am-12:30pm Reg by 6/10 $10/$12 -1B

Rock On Family Climb #30101406 Age 5+
Come learn techniques and strategies about the rock wall and engage in different rock wall
activities.  Cost is $5 per person or $10 for a family.
FH TU 6/20 10am-12pm Reg by 6/13 See Above -1C

Parent & Preschool Swim Lesson & Games
#30101406 Age 3-5 and Adults 16+
Come out and get an introduction to our SwimSmart program. During this program you will
go over water safety, floating, swim technique and participate in songs and games.  Cost
below is per pair.
FH TH 6/22 10-11am Reg by 6/15 $10 /$12 -1D

Mother & Daughter Sports of All Sorts
#30101406 Age 4-9
Come out and join us for a multi-sport night of fun! This is a program for youth girls ages 4-9
years old, each child must have an adult with them. Throughout the evening there will be
various games for mothers and their daughters are participate such as volleyball, jump rope,
four square and zumba. The cost of the program is $10 for a resident family or $12 for a non-
resident family.

Super Sport Preschool Games #30101406 Age 3-5
Come out and get your preschooler out and moving! This is a multi-sport program at the Field
House. During this program parents will get to play a variety of games like soccer, wiffleball
and play in obstacle courses. Each child must have a parent with them during the entire class. 
FH WE 7/12 10:30-11:15am Reg by 7/5 $5/$6 -1E

Youth Swim Lesson & Games #30101406 Age 6-12
Come out and get an introduction to our SwimSmart program. During this program you will
go over water safety, floating, swim technique and participate in various games. 
FH TH 7/13 6-7pm Reg by 7/6 $10/$12 -1F

Super Sport Preschool Games #30101406 Age 3-5
Come out and get your preschooler out and moving! This is a multi-sport program at the Field
House. During this program parents will get to play a variety of games like soccer, wiffleball
and play in obstacle courses. Each child must have a parent with them during the entire class. 
FH TU 7/25 10:30-11:15am Reg by 7/5 $5/$6 -1G

Adult Swim Lesson #30101406 Age 16+
Come out and get an introduction to our SwimSmart program. During this program you will
go over water safety, floating and swim technique.
FH WE 8/9 7-8pm Reg by 8/2 $10/$12 -1H

Super Sport Preschool Games #30101406 Age 3-5
Come out and get your preschooler out and moving! This is a multi-sport program at the Field
House. During this program parents will get to play a variety of games like soccer, wiffleball
and play in obstacle courses. Each child must have a parent with them during the entire class. 
FH TH 8/10 10:30-11:15am Reg by 8/3 $5/$6 -1I

Sports Speed & Agility Training #30101406 Age 8-12
This is a program designed for young athletes that want to improve their athleticism.
Athletes will work on building speed, strength, agility and flexibility. 
FH SA 8/12 10:30am-12:30pm Reg by 8/7 $10/$12 -1J

Kickball Day at the Sports Park
#30101406 Family all Ages
Come out to the SportsPark and have a friendly game of kickball! This is program is for fami-
lies of all ages to come out to the SportsPark and play a little game of kickball against other
families. There is no registration fee when you sign up for the program, but there will be a $5
entry per car to enter the SportsPark. 
SP SA 8/19 10am-12pm Reg by 8/12 FREE -1K

Go For It Girls Sports #30101406 Age 8-12
This is a girls only sports program. During this program girls will get to participate in a variety
of different sports such as basketball, volleyball, cheerleading and four square. 
FH FR 9/1 6-8pm Reg by 8/25 $10/$12 -1L 

Centennial Summer Sports Passport Series

An innovative park district that creatively adapts to our evolving community 
and provides exceptional parks, recreation and cultural arts that benefit all.

The Waukegan Park District is committed to providing parks, facilities 
and leisure opportunities to our culturally diverse population through 
leadership with community involvement, dedicated staff and sound 
management. 

• Accountability…We will work to achieve the most effective and efficient 
 use of our financial resources while striving for the best return on the use 
 of our assets. 

• Excellence…We will strive for the best in everything we do.

• Integrity…We will practice steadfast adherence to a high moral and 
 ethical code, and we will reliably deliver on what we say we are going 
 to do.

• Service Oriented…We will focus our efforts on our customers and will 
 operate the District based on the needs of the community.

• Working Together…We will work WITH one another.

• Sustainability…The Board and staff will use a collaborative and 
 cooperative team based approach that results in the best possible 
 decisions for the long term greater good of the entire community.

MISSION STATEMENT

OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU

VISION STATEMENT

VALUES STATEMENT

9.6.16

 



NEW! Meet Me at Your Park
Come meet your neighbors and enjoy time in your neighborhood park.
Meet park district staff, community leaders and special guests.  Enjoy fun
games, crafts and activities.  Healthy snacks, provided by our partners at
Northern Illinois Food Bank, will be available for the first 50 children.  Leave
your cars at home and walk to the park with your neighbors. 

Locations:
1. Bedrosian Park June 17 SA 1-3pm
2. Roosevelt Park July 22 SA 1-3pm
3. King Park August 5 SA 1-3pm
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Controlled Burns in Our Parks
The State of Illinois Environmental Protection Agency approved 
and issued a permit to the Waukegan Park District to conduct 
controlled burns in certain designated natural areas. Controlled 
burns are conducted between the months of November and April, 
weather permitting. Controlled burns are used to improve and 
maintain native plant communities and wildlife habitats.

Periodic �res were once common on the Illinois prairie. Few native 
plant habitats remain since these �res were eliminated many years 
ago. The trend now is to reintroduce �re back into the woodland 
and prairie ecosystem to control growth of invasive species such as 
buckthorn and garlic mustard while making conditions favorable 
for native plants to regenerate and thrive.

Controlled burns are a part of our ongoing maintenance program. 
The �re will pose no threat to life or property, nor woodland and 
wildlife because of the slow burning characteristics of the �re and 
monitoring by trained sta� and experienced burn contractors.

Noti�cation of the exact time and date shall be made to the local 
police and �re department as soon as these are set. If you have        
any questions or would like more information concerning the 
controlled burn program, feel free to call the Parks Department          
at 847-360-4725.

A controlled burn in Henry Pfau Callahan Park

Burning in Roosevelt Park

Belvidere Park
Saturday, June 24, 2017

12pm-2pm
All Ages • 4 Years+

Join us for this splashtastic day of everything water! Families can test out 
their team skills and slip n’ slide through the wet and wacky obstacle course, 
take part in a water gun range game, and brave other fun and challenging 
water activities. Be sure to clear your calendar, and come cool o� with us at 
this free, family mini-event! This event requires you to pre-register by June 
20. Program #30401401-1A 

FREE!

National Visit a Park Day, October 4, 2012.


